
 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

It was a pleasure meeting with you last week during our parent/teacher conferences! 

 

Bear Week 

The week of December 10th will be Bear Week.  Please send your child with his (or her) 

bear on Monday, December 10th.  Your child can leave his bear in school for the week or 

bring it home and back to school daily (whatever your child is more comfortable with).  

Please let me know if your child does not have one (and needs one to borrow).  

 

We will be spending a great part of this month reading bear stories.  We will use Venn 

diagrams to compare and contrast different bear stories.  Our class will even create 

their own version of Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?  by Bill Martin Jr.  

Although most of our bear activities will be next week, some activities will extend 

throughout the month.  

 

Holiday Party 

Our class holiday party will be held on Tuesday, December 18th at 2:30. We look forward 

to seeing you there!    

 

December Scholastic Book Order 

In an effort to get your holiday book orders to you before the vacation, I am requesting 

that all orders be in by this Friday, December 7th. 

 

Language Arts 

This month we will be learning about the following letters g, d, s, e and u.  In addition to 

the concepts we will learn during Bear Week, we will also spend time reading about The 

Gingerbread Man (later in the month).  We will compare and contrast different versions 

of this story as well. 

 

Books 

Please remind your child to keep the special books they made in their special reading box.  

Have your child read them periodically.  The books that will be in your child’s “reading 

bag” should stay in the reading bag (even the photocopied books).   Periodically review the 

words on your child’s word ring.  They are in your child’s reading bag.  Please return the 

reading bag and its contents on the next school day.  The photocopied books that are in 

your child’s daily folder can stay home (and be placed in his special book box). 



 

Reading Workshop 

In November, the children learned that readers use all their powers to read.  They 

learned they have super powers that help them to be stronger readers.  These “super 

powers” are strategies readers use when reading.  They include, using initial sounds 

(getting our mouth ready with the first sound), looking at the illustration to help uncover 

a word or gain understanding, pointing under each word as we read, identifying and using 

punctuation to help us read with expression, changing our voice to match the character 

and more. 

 

The children also received their own book bin which is used to store books they shop for 

in class.  Each week, every child will shop for a variety of books to use during the week. 

These books reinforce certain skills discussed during our mini lessons.  They practice 

those skills back at their seats privately or with a partner.  At the beginning of each 

week the books are returned and new ones are selected. 

 

They recently began to take home “sh” books.  Those are the books I have read with 

them several times during our whole class lessons. These are the first set of books that 

your child is looking at both the illustrations and the text to help read and understand 

the story. 

 

In December, we will spend time reinforcing many of the reading strategies used.   

 

Writing Workshop 

Remind your child to use the alphabet sound sheet as a guide when he/she is writing.  

Note:  This is the same sheet handed out earlier in the year. 

 

Tool box 

Help your child set up a “writer’s tool box”.  Begin to store some of the tools needed to 

be a successful writer.  Have this tool box handy when your child is writing at home.  

Tools may include a pencil, sight words we have learned, our Fundations alphabet chart, 

crayons and markers.  As I send home other tools, please put them in this special box.   

 

Please remember that our goal at this point is for your child to feel comfortable 

recording his/her thoughts on paper.  This looks different for each child.  Since many 

students are learning their sounds, they can focus on labeling their picture.  This means 

your child can listen for the beginning sound of words in the illustration and record those 

letters above that part of the picture.   

 



The lines below the illustration are for recording complete thoughts (sentences).  If your 

child is up for the challenge this could be just the beginning sounds of each word in his 

sentence.  As he feels more comfortable recording his sentences and as he learns more 

sounds, he will begin to record the ending sounds too.  The goal is for your child to have 

success at whatever point he/she is at in the writing process.  This is different for 

every child. 

 

This month we will learn about how writers write for many purposes.  Examples include, 

signs, lists, cards, invitations, etc.  

 

Math 

We will continue exploring chapter 4 by counting and identifying numbers 0-10.  This 

includes concepts such as ordering, composing and decomposing numbers.  They will also 

continue to learn “more”, “fewer” and “how many in all”.  After we complete this chapter, 

we will begin chapter 3 where we will learn to order by size, length and weight.  

 

Science 

We will begin to explore our unit on simple machines.  We will continue to use our “5 E 

Model” to explore this next unit of study. 

 

Social Studies 

We will continue to share and learn about a variety of holidays.  We will also discuss and 

learn about economics.  We will focus on understanding needs and wants. 

 

Class Books 

Just a reminder that two class books are being sent home daily.  When your family 

receives one, please have your child draw a picture reflecting their favorite part of the 

class book (or something it reminded him of).  In the family journal parents record what 

they thought of our book.  Older siblings, aunts, uncles, grandparents etc. are welcome to 

record their responses in the family journal if they happen to be in your home when the 

book arrives. 

 

If your child wants to record a simple sentence at the bottom of his journal page (after 

he draws his illustration), please encourage him to use “kid spelling”.  Feel free to record 

his response on the back of that page. 

 

 

Character Cub Tote 

This week, a third book will be sent home.  The tote will contain a picture of Character 

Cub and a journal.  When your child gets the bag please read the parent letter in the 



beginning of the journal for directions and ideas.  Character Cub gets to visit your home 

and watch your family use the 7 Habits of good leaders.  I have attached a copy of the 

habits for your review.  We have started using some of the language in our classroom.   

 

Extra Set of Clothes 

A few weeks ago, I sent back your child’s bag containing the change of clothes.  If you 

have not done so already, please review the contents and replace it with clothes 

appropriate for the colder days ahead.  Please make sure the bag has your child’s name on 

it and contains a complete change of clothes (shirt, long pants, underwear and socks).  

 

In the event your child uses the change of clothes, I will send home the dirty clothes and 

any remaining clean clothes still in the bag.  Please check and replenish the bag so that a 

complete change of clothes is returned to school the very next day. 

 

Thanks for “bearing” with me and reading this lengthy newsletter. Thanks again for all of 

your help and cooperation! 

 

 

 

 

         Sincerely, 

         Mrs. Zimmerman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


